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Ohio Democratic Party Chair
Dennis L. White

Dennis L. White, a lifelong resident of Franklin County, Ohio, has spent the last 17 years as a public servant and a leader within the Democratic Party.  
White is no stranger to hard work and “getting things done.”  In 1985, White was elected Trustee of Madison Township, in Franklin County.  For eight years, he has served as Chairman, overseeing a $9 million budget that includes fire, police, and public services. 
Franklin County, home to Ohio’s state capital, long has had the reputation of being an impenetrable Republican stronghold.  When White became Chair of the county party in 1994, he worked to build consensus among party members and started building at the grassroots level for future Democrat successes.  As a result, Franklin County has its first Democratic Clerk of Courts since 1958, as well as gaining a Democrat on the County Commission.  The city of Columbus has its first Democrat mayor in 30 years, and the first Democrat City Attorney in 25 years.  Now, over 130 Democrats are elected to posts throughout Franklin County.
White was elected chair of the Ohio Democratic Party in June 2002 with a mandate to rebuild the state party organization by focusing on technology, fundraising and candidate recruitment.

Since his election, White has made tremendous strides with the Ohio Democratic Party. He has aggressively begun rebuilding the party through supplying all 88 counties with computers, e-mail addresses and the ability to have their own web pages. He has coordinated and produced intensive fundraising, voter file, and media trainings. In addition, he has raised the necessary funds to produce and expedite an aggressive candidate recruitment plan that will be victorious. 
Beyond all his public service, White’s wife Mary is also an elected official, serving on the Franklin County Educational Service Center board.  White is also the proud father of daughter Kelley and son Sean.  His other interests include aviation, amateur radio, ornithology, computers and travel.
